
Antibiotic Awareness Week 2017 (13th – 19th November) in SGH 
 
The main aim of WHO Antibiotic Awareness Week is to raise global awareness on the increasing perils of 
using antibiotics unnecessarily. In line with this initiative, SGH is organizing several activities which 
target both prescribers and the general public, inviting them to join the cause of appropriate antibiotic 
use. 
 
We recognize that prescribers play the biggest role in regulating antibiotic use in our institution. 
However, they may not be aware of the increasing resistance rates locally, which are largely driven by 
unnecessary antibiotic usage. Hence, ongoing roadshows at clinical departmental meetings over next 6 
months are carried out to raise awareness of local resistance patterns and how the problem may be 
mitigated with judicious use of antibiotics. We will also be giving away pens imprinted with messages 
that aim to reinforce such behavior as well as displaying screensavers on all SGH computers, reminding 
prescribers to constantly review antibiotic prescriptions so as to reduce unnecessary use. 
 
Starting the week of 13th Nov, posters were placed at SGH’s public areas including the lifts to capture the 
public and patients’ attention to the problem of antibiotic resistance and potential misuse. On the 15th 
November, SGH-ASP manned a public education booth outside the specialists outpatient clinics at SGH 
Blocks 1, 2 &3 to engage and educate the outpatients and their caregivers on antibiotic resistance and 
how they can play their part to slow down the development, especially role of vaccination and 
maintaining good personal hygiene and sanitation habits. On vaccination, we updated the public of the 
Ministry of Health’s vaccination guide and extension of Medisave for vaccinations according to schedule. 
We also encouraged them not to request for antibiotics for common colds and flus but allow their GPs 
to exercise discretion on when to prescribe. At this public engagement effort, the team used posters, 
pamphlets, sanitation handrubs, printed tissue packs and printed bags as educational tools. The standup 
poster was used to draw the public’s attention to the booth area. 
	

	
	



	



	


